50	A Tale of Indian Heroes
should in the end even exceed himself in skill; for the lad was for ever practising. Therefore he bade the servants never serve food to Arjuna when light was waning, but ever to seta lamp alight. This they did, but one evening a wind arose and blew out the lamp. Arjuna, however, continued eating in the dark, his hand from habit finding Ms mouth without fail. And this setting him athinking, he realised the force of habit, and began to practise with his bow at night.
So after this the twang of his bowstring was heard oft, like a cicala in the dark hours, and his skill increased many times over.
Now one day Drona, desirous of testing the excellence of his pupils in the use of arms, collected them in the garden and invited Bhishma to witness the trial. And he caused an artificial bird to be made with gay feathers and a brown head, and this he placed on the topmost branch of a tall tree.
Then assembling his pupils he bade them take their stand in a line, and with arrows fitted to the string, aim steadily but await the word of command to shoot and cut off the bird's head. Now at one end of the line stood Yudistra, and at the further end Arjuna, slender and tall as a young palm tree, his face eager.
Then Drona said to Yudistra: " Dost see yon bird ? "
And the Prince answered, " I do/'
" Dost see aught else ? " asked the preceptor.
"I see the tree, thyself, my brothers," replied Yudistra.
Then Drona said, " Stand apart and shoot not yet; not thine the aim."
So he passed to Duryodana and said to him likewise : " Dost see yon bird ? "

